THE WAVES WERE BEATING THE HELL OUT OF THE BOAT.

BENJAMIN D' AMICO

A DESIGN PORTFOLIO



AS | ROCKED BACK AND FORTH ON DECK,
| TOOK NOTE OF MY CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS.

| was 25, broke, and still drifting aimlessly...

...this fime out into the middle of Tampa Bay
aboard the 26-foot sailboat that an acquaintance
from Craigslist had just given to me

"y 05 \nSpmng — for free.
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and so | drifted off into
memories of the life that had led me to this point.



| thought back to the adventure that | had just returned home from:

The ROAD TRIP that was SUPPOSED
to provide me with A | of the ANSWERS...
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BUT INSTEAD LEFT ME WITH JUST
AS MANY QUESTIONS AS BEFORE
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| REMEMBERED THE WEEKS BEFORE THAT ROAD TRIP,
when | fransformed the RAV4 into a micro-camper.
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and | remembered thinking to myself,
“How AM | GOING TO GET A SHOWER IN HERES"

Because running water was the ONE thing
that | refused to give up.

| EVENTUALLY DID FIGURE IT OUT.




Then my mind wandered back to the disheartening events
which had led to my desire to escape on that road frip:

Like the Freelance Copywriting
Career that | unsuccessfully
attempted to launch,

EVEN AFTEK:

e Designing, Printing, and Mailing
out dozens of promotional
self-mailers and coupons

® Cold-calling 120 web-design firms
around the Greater Pittsburgh area
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It started with the idea of creating customizable accent light fixtures that functioned as decorative
trim, which could be installed in various configurations to create a multitude of visual effects...

and could also be stained/treated to suit the existing
decor of any bar, restaraunt, or store showcase.




The idea eventually tfransformed info a
consumer-oriented lighting company -

That is, until | finally realized that running a manufacturing operation out my
parents’ shed with a single extention cord — and no money — was hardly feasible.



And then there was that...OTHER business ideq,

which surprisingly never took off

The online business that would allow users to create personalized prank
greeting cards, which we would then print and ship to their “friend’s"” door.
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pear[recipient full name],

Hi! How are you? My name’s Skiff. I'm [father]'s brother. So I'm your unclel

Librarian helped me get your address on one of them online computers.

your grampa had me pefore yogre dad with my mom Candy. she said I was the apple
in his eye.I only met him once. Dad said that your gramma didn’t like me or w-

ant to meet me and to not call their house.

po you like living in [city]? I heard its nice up there. Are you maried? I'm

maried. Her name is angel. I think it would be neat to meet you!

Angel thinks it would be neat too. Then you could meat Tank (dog) and the kids

. There are three of them.

Our house got ruined in a mud slide. It ripped it off the sinder blocks and
took it down the hill. The chevy was ayok tho! We have been living in georgia

for the past six years.

Shop n save got mad at us for staying in the parking lot. The home less shelter
had this type wrighter. They say we haVetoo leave tO.

We thought we might head up your way and stay fore a little while-just until we
get on eur feet. Angle is with someone else, but I'm gonna make her come to.
Tell your dad that i said hi and it will be goosl to meet him (I couldn’t find
his adress.)

The kids can sleep on the floor. Angel is reel easy company-she likes being

out doors anyway. Tank is not. Do you like dogs? DO you have a basement with a
lock? Cannot walt to see you!

From.
TANKS FAULT ->
Uncle skiff

p-S: We don’t have a phone right now. (tank ate agel’ s) We can talk when we
get there in a cople of days.

PP-S: DO you have shampoo and budweiser? Kids told me to ask.
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©OU COME BACK

ou! WILLY
TABLE OFFER?

U AN U NBEA
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$5.99/month)

WE’'VE MISSED Y
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Absolutely\. Sign me U
1year subscription (¢

ate my Juicylar\e.com

Yes, and also reactiv
$9499/m0nth)

account for only $3 extrd (

ment Information :
account’s credit card information :

[FIRST NAME ] [LAST NAME ] gresre
[STREET ADDRESS] . Pay
[CITY /STATE Vil O Use my existing

o il pay by check (payable to JuicyJane Maguzine\ 3

& DETACH HERE AND RETURN TOP PORTION WITH YOUR PAYMENT ¥

HEeY YOU,

We hated seeing you go...hopefully everything’s going well!
ou here at Juicy)ane.com — things just aren’t the

we miss Y
\ling to pay for it.

irst namel,
back, and we're Wi

To be honest [f
come

same. We want you to
f our new glamor mag, JuicyJane Magazine.
off your entire 1 year’s

xcited about the launch ©
you 50%

his —we'll bite the pullet and give
only $6.99 pef month!

We're pretty €
So how about t
subscription, at

sound pretty good? Well wait.

For only $3.00 extra, we'll even reactivate your Juicylane.com account! $9.99 per
month = that's less than half of whatyou were paying to begin with!
So how about it— will you come pack? The girls would absolutely \ove it.

sincerely,

Jant
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Of course, as I'd eventually learn...
even when printing your own greeting cards,
you still need money to market them. AND THUS,
sonnn | TE AFFECTIONATE JACK Ass
B ™ ANK ASWELL, ol e

STRUCK THE SIDE OF THE BOAT,
A PARTICULARLY [ARGE WAVE STRUCK T

Fortunately, it jogged me from my
growing list of “failures.
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BECAUSE IF THERE WAS ONE THING THAT |'D LEARNED FROM MY LITTL

T WAS THAT THE KEY TO A JO
LIES IN"A POSITIVE M




SO | THOUGHT BACK TO A HAPPIER TIME — MY SENIOR YEAR IN COLLEGE

iy
———

At that same time, | fook an independent study, in which | was prompted
to write a comprehensive business plan for my own company.

— g

And | decided to write one for a sound system
design/manufacturing company, because I'd
tried my hand at speaker design in the past,

and loved the process.
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| LEARNED THAT STUDENTS LIKE coLOR. THEY LIKE LOUD — BOTH VISUALLY AND AUDIBLY.

And more importantly,

they like having a way fo express themselves
fhrough the products that they buy.

SO | DESIGNED A SOUND SYSTEM
TO REFLECT JUST THAT:

| DECIDED TO OFFER CUSTOMERS THE ABILITY TO
FULLY CUSTOMIZE THE COLOR SCHEME OF THEIR
2.1 SOUND SYSTEMS THROUGH THE WEBSITE,

WITH AN ENTIRELY DIRECT-TO-CONSUMER
ONLINE BUSINESS MODEL.

THE BASE PRODUCT WOULD
INCLUDE TWO ‘BOOKSHELF
SPEAKERS,” A SUBWOOFER, AND A
SMALL, 3-KNOB CONTROL SYSTEM,

WITH A PARTICULARLY UNIQUE FUNCTION...



The only audio input included in the base purchase would be an 1/8Minch
auxilliary input wire — for MP3 players or computers.

— Volume

Bass Control —

But consumers would have the
option to purchase add-on input
modules, to suit their particular
needs. The modules would stack on
top of and lock into the control unit,
and would connect via specially
designed plugs in the back.

Satelites —

= Subwoofer connection

So let’s say Timmy wants to be able to connect his phone fo
his sound system via bluetooth connectivity. In addition to his
base purchase, he could buy the bluetooth add-on module.

| also thought up output add-ons units, which would allow Tim
to include additional, wireless speakers into his system — thus
enabling him to create a mulfi-room home entertainment
system, 5.1 surround sound...or just a REALLY LOUD party setup.

And what if some crazy, new audio technology
were to come out in five years2 Would Tim's
sound system become obselete? Of course notl
My company could perpetually create add-ons
that utilize the newest, cutting-edge technologies.



As | thought back fo the countless hours that I'd spent
on that business idea, | caught myself smiling.

| really did enjoy that process —

DESIGNING A PRODUCT THAT OTHERS COULD LOVE.

“E PIECES \)\x\/\%% |
0O, AT I THOUGHT ABOUT HOW
VRO SIAEET FUN IT WAS, SITTING INSIDE
0 ° 2 ofn ¥ THAT EMPTY TOYOIA RAV4,
C TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO
\\\O@P‘ b ... TURN IT INTO A TEMPORARY HOME.

And | thought about the hundreds of happy nights
that I'd spent excitedly creating brands, products,
websites and advertisements for those businesses.



MY THOUGHTS SHOT BACK TO MY CHILDHOOD

when | would sit for hours, alone in my room
concocting designs and sketches of:
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BUSINESSES | WAS GOING TO LAUNCH
TowNs & CITIES | WAS GOING TO DEVELOPE

VEHICLES | WAS GOING TO EXPLORE IN

HOMES THAT | WAS GOING TO BUILD

from the SUBMARINES
and RESTAURANTS...
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= el ) TO THE MODULAR, STACKING GUINEA PIG CAGES

THAT | DESIGNED BACK IN THE 8™ GRADE.



8 AND | REMEMBERED THE COUNTLESS OTHER CREATIONS
THATI'D COME UP WITH OVER THE COURSE OF MY LIFE.

The DJing flight case that | designed and built
from MDF and extruded aluminum, when | was
going to take the world by storm as DJ Benny D
(Il was a freshman in college, of course).
The standing desk that | designed, in order
fo create a better work environment, while

o
—— = pushing fowards my dream of becoming
u i | an entrepreneur.

/

The trickling WOII—mounT foun;roin that | created - back while | was still
copywriting — once | redlized that having running water in my work
space created a more productive, soothing writing atmosphere.




And then time suddenly stood sfill,
as I thought back to a warm, summer afternoon...
' lone in the yard,
_old boy, standing <
A 7-year-o erball against the same spot on the

R C
Kicking @ sO¢ side of the house for

hours on end.

bl thought
hbors P bge )gjuse they

A boy who 2 OVQ%Q d;cafed;\c_l_uALLY

hat he wa e Wa>
Mot know what T doing:

HE WAS THINKING, CREATING, SOLVING, DESIGNING

' REA
RECAUSE THAT'S WHAT HE
LOVED TO DO




THE WAVES WERE STILL BEATING THE HELL OUT OF THE BOAT.

Because in that moment of clarity on the deck of my boat,
after years of wandering to and fro, attempting one “failed” path after the other,
| finally understood what it is that | enjoy doing, and that which | truly am:

A THINKER, A CREATOR, A HOPEFUL IMAGINATOR...



| AM A DESIGNER

And I'm searching for an opportunity to grow, to
learn more about what it is that you do, and the
field that I've unknowingly loved all of my life.
While | may not have a degree in design, nor
experience with a professional firm, | do have a
passion for life and learning that will never die.

If there is something that | am excited to learn
about, | will learn it - if | have a goal, then I'll reach
it. And with an opportunity from you and your
team, | know that | will be one step closer to my
true desire for this lifetime: to shape this world into
a more beautiful place, and to leave a lasting
impact on the lives of all who come next.

1724.953.25407ABEN@BENDAMICO.COM




